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VOLUNTARY ASSISTED DYING BILL 2019 

Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [9.58 pm]: The Voluntary Assisting Dying Bill 2019 has gained 
me access to two strong advocates—Belinda Teh and Angie Miller. Members may remember that Belinda Teh 
was the main promoter of the petition that I presented to Parliament today, with nearly 7 500 signatures. Both these 
ladies visited my Boulder office some time back. During that visit, Belinda Teh was able to explain why she was 
walking from Melbourne to Perth. It was in honour of her mother, who died a very sad, painful and long death. 

Angie, whose father died a similar death, was also in favour of the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill. Both these ladies 
and I promote and praise palliative care. Both my parents, who died of cancer, were fortunate enough to have help 
from the Silver Chain organisation, which provided palliative care. They were lucky because they lived in Perth. 
The Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill has brought to light the lack of palliative care in the regions. The majority of 
people living in the regions also support voluntary assisted dying. They do not expect to have a palliative care 
facility on every corner. Every major centre where people pay high taxes and high prices for food, fuel and utilities 
should have palliative care available. I do not mean just through telehealth or instruction over the telephone but 
properly trained palliative care nurses and facilities. 

Not all people in palliative care will die in pain and distress but some do. The solution to date has been overmedication 
and that has been going on for decades. I have often wondered when overmedication has been applied, whether 
consultation has been given to the patient or even the patient’s family. I doubt that very much. VAD will be a choice 
that I believe not many people will make. I want the choice and my constituents in my electorate want the choice. 
Anyone opposing this bill has obviously never watched a family member, a loved one or a friend writhing in pain 
and distress begging to be let go, to pass on. 

Let us get on with this bill and get it passed this year. Thank you. 
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